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Thur. Dec 4 8:00 pm The King Who Said No to Hitler: The heroic story of the rescue of Bulgarian Jewry from 
the Nazis by the King and people of Bulgaria – as told by his grandson  
Hermann Friedrich Leiningen, our guest speaker.  (see flyer on page 11)

Sun. Dec 14 10:00 am Pre-Chanukah Celebration with Kim Doron – Join the Jewish Heritage School for a fun 
and creative party! Make your own latkes!

Fri. Dec 19 6:30 pm Potluck Dinner/Kabbalat Shabbat/Chanukah Celebration & Jam Session Led by Aviva 
and friends (Kim Doron, Tom Bellman & others.) (with Elizabeth’s chicken & latkes!)

Sat. Jan 24 Havdalah Bar Mitzvah of Olin Berman, son of  
Stacey Whyne Berman & David Berman

Fri Jan 30 8:15 pm Kabbalat Shabbat - Cantor: Aviva Rajsky
Sat. Jan 31 Havdalah Bat Mitzvah of Margot Sigel, daughter of Joan Sternthal & Anthony Sigel
Fri. Feb 27 8:15 pm Kabbalat Shabbat - Cantor: Aviva Rajsky
Sun. Mar 1 10:00 am Join the Jewish Heritage School for a Purim Party The whole Megillah. Fun and food. 

Music with Associate Cantor Kim Doron.
Fri. Mar. 27 8:15 pm Kabbalat Shabbat - Cantor: Aviva Rajsky
Sat. Mar 28 10:00 am Bar Mitzvah of Daniel Pike, son of Alyson Arbus & Jeffrey Pike

Mazal Tovs on Recent Weddings (see page 2 for more announcements and photos)

5 Glen Park Avenue · Toronto · Ontario · M6B  4J2
B U L L E T I N

The glass breaking was, in its small way, ground breaking. 
On October 12th, congregants Andrew Szende and 
Susan Helwig (pictured with their son) celebrated the 
marriage of Josef to Sarah Sher. The service, conducted 
by Eli Rubenstein, was held at Columbia University in 
New York City where the couple had attended graduate 
school. In a new twist,  both bride and groom stepped on 
a glass marking the end of the ceremony. We wish the 
bride, groom and their families a hearty mazel tov.
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 ❖ Debbie Zinman & Robert Cooper on the Bar Mitzvah of Judah
 ❖ Rebecca & Marc Enkin on the Bar Mitzvah of Noah (See photos pg 3)
 ❖ Wendy Geller and Noah Blackstein on the Bat Mitzvah of Emily
 ❖ Shannon O’Hearn & Derek Sigel on the Bat Mitzvah of Abby (see photos below)
 ❖ Allan Kliger & Cantor Aviva Rajsky on the Bar Mitzvah of Isaiah

Mazal Tovs on Recent Bar/Bat Mitzvahs

Mazal Tovs on Recent Weddings (cont) 
Beth Cole & Sean Pollock
Gillian Farber & Adam Hess
Sarah Sher & Josef Szende
Alisa Davis & Joseph Goldfarb
Emily Danson & Bryon Weinberg
Julie Herczeg & Stephen Shedletzky

Mazal Tovs On Recent Births
Dori and Josh Skye Engel and big brothers  
Noah and Ezra are excited to announce the  
birth of Milo Tov on June 30, 2014.
Susie Pearl & Michael Silverman announce the 
birth of twins, Max & Adam (see photo pg3)

Joe Goldfarb, son of David and Patty Goldfarb, married Alisa Davis, daughter 
of Roy and Ziva Davis, on October 19 outdoors under a chuppah at Fantasy Farm, 
Toronto. The ceremony was officiated by Eli Rubenstein, Habonim Religious Leader 
and Cantor Shaina Silver-Baird. Joe’s best man was his brother, Jacob.  David Goldfarb 

is a past-President of Habonim and a current Director.

If your family has celebrated a simcha and you 
would like it announced in the Habonim Bulletin, 

please send the details and photos to Paula Schipper,  
our editor, at:  pfschipper@gmail.com

mailto:pfschipper@gmail.com
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Habonim members & proud 
parents Dr. Susie Pearl & 
Dr. Michael Silverman with 
their newborn twins, Max 
& Adam. Also pictured 
are Justin Silverman 
(Habonim Bar Mitzvah 
Feb. 2002, currently a MD 
Phd candidate at Duke 
University in Computational 
Biology) & his fiancé Rachel 
Kloss (Phd candidate in 
Biostatistics at University of 
North Carolina)

Noah Enkin and his family celebrate Noah’s Bar Mitzvah
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From the Corner Office
by Jeff Levy, General Manager
This is a regular feature of the Habonim Bulletin.  
We hope you enjoy reading about your shul from the administrator’s perspective.

 ❖ HIGH HOLIDAYS Habonim membership has grown to almost 400 families, of which about 60 are singles. This is the 
largest membership in Habonim’s history and membership has been closed in order to make sure we can seat everyone 
during the High Holidays. 2014/5775 High Holiday services were well attended. Due to careful planning and monitoring of 
ticket orders, “Early” and “Late” service attendance was evenly balanced. Our “overflow” tent was only needed for one service, 
although a few members chose to worship there for other services. Thanks to our volunteer ushers who greeted everyone so 
warmly and assisted with seating.

 ❖ HISTORIC POSTERS RESTORED The posters depicting the history of Palestine and the founding of the State of Israel 
have been hanging on the walls of our sanctuary for many years. Some of them had seen better days and they all deserved 
to be treated with a little more respect. Through the generosity of a Habonim family, all 18 posters were reconditioned and 
beautifully framed. Next time you’re at the shul, take another look at these important archives. 

 ❖ DONATIONS As you will see in this issue, the tradition of tzedakah is still strong at Habonim. Often members donate 
to acknowledge having been given an honour aliyah during a service, to congratulate a Bar or Bat Mitzvah, to say “get well 
soon,” to express gratitude, to remember loved-ones yahrzeit and sometimes just to support the work of the synagogue. 
Donations can be made online (preferred) or by cheque and a card can be sent by our Tribute Card Volunteer, Rhoda Sion. 
For a memorial brass “leaf ” on our Tree of Life, or a plaque on the memorial board at the back of the sanctuary, contact me 
by email at office@congregtionhabonim.org or by phone at (shul office) 416-782-7125 or my cell, 416-802-1105.

 ❖ B’NAI MITZVAH B’nai Mitzvah at Habonim are meaningful, musically uplifting, and fun. Dates in 2015 and beyond 
are being booked on a regular basis and demand is very high. If you are a parent, grandparent, uncle or aunt or friend of a 
family with a young person who is approaching Bar or Bat Mitzvah age, see the Critical Path planning guide (below). Please 
contact me by email at office@congregtionhabonim.org or by phone at (shul office) 416-782-7125 or my cell, 416-802-1105 
to start the process of planning your simcha.

Your Bar or Bat Mitzvah Critical Path
(Reprinted with permission from:  SPRING/SUMMER 2014 ISSUE of Toronto’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah Guide)

18 months Before the event
 q Confirm a date with your synagogue.
 q Work out the scope of your budget, both the ideal budget and the 

upper end you will not go over. Make sure you set aside a reserve in 
case of surprises. 

 q Get your creative side working and dream about the size/scope of 
your party. Think about the basics: how many people approximately? Is 
it going to be formal or kid-friendly? Is there a theme you think your 
child would like? Where would you like to hold it? 

 q Develop a first draft guest list. 
 q If your event also involves booking an external venue – start making 

inquiries now. Make sure you have an understanding of when venue 
payments are due. 

 q Decide if you want the help of a professional event co-ordinator. If 
so, you’ll want to hire one now. 12 months Before the Event 

 q If your synagogue does not have a caterer, or if you are working 
with an outside venue then start looking around for a good kosher 
caterer now. You can usually request tastings but be aware that many 
caterers will charge extra for this. 

 q Bands and DJ’s, especially during peak Mitzvah season, can be 
booked far in advance so now is the time to look into this. 

 q Consider using a Décor Company for additional atmosphere. 
Check if your venue or synagogue requires linens and/or additional 
furniture be brought in from outside vendors, like tables and chairs. 
Continued on next page

mailto:office@congregtionhabonim.org
mailto:office@congregtionhabonim.org
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Eight to Twelve Months Before the Event 

 q Talk to your synagogue, as most children will begin their lessons 
around now.

 q Meet with two or three printers about your invitation design and 
get quotes. (Don’t forget to consider assembled weight and postage 
costs in the design and budget). 

 q Talk to two or three florists about centrepieces and get quotes. 
Request a sample! (Make sure they will deliver them to the venue for 
you). 

 q What other entertainment companies will you be booking for your 
event? Photo booths, video games, casino entertainment and event 
performers all need to be booked well in advance. 

 q Are you going to be using a professional photographer/
videographer? Book now. 
Six to Eight Months Before Event 

 q If you haven’t locked down your centrepieces and invitations, 
confirm with your florist and printer now. 

 q What are you going to wear? If you are thinking of having 
something made or want to avoid last minute stress, find your outfits 
now. 

 q If you are inviting guests from out of town, consider setting up a 
block of rooms at a hotel near the event space. 

 q Are you going to be providing guests with give-aways? Order these 
now. While you are doing this, think about special hotel gift bags that 
can be given to out of town guests. 
Three to Six Months Before the Event 

 q Are you having a formal sit-down meal that requires a seating plan? 
If so, start thinking about those family dynamics. 

 q If you are having your makeup and/or nails done before the event 
book those appointments now.  
If you have time, book a makeup trial in advance. 

 q What kind of a guest book or sign-in board are you going to have? 
Formal, personalized? 

 q Do you need to order yarmulkes? 
 q If you’re planning on having any oneg shabbat, discuss your needs 

with the synagogue and/or caterer. 
 q Are you ordering a custom cake? Talk with two  

or three bakers and get design ideas and quotes  
(don’t forget the tastings!) 

 q Meet with your rabbi to discuss the service. 
Two Months Before the Event 

 q Now’s the time to lock down the guest list and mail  
out invitations. 

 q Will there be alcohol served for adults? If so, then think about how 
to provide guests with alternate options to drinking and driving – a 
shuttle bus service or pre-arranging taxis to meet guests at the venue. 
Six to Eight Weeks Before the Event 

 q Meet with the DJ and/or band to confirm details and song lists 
if you have any specific requests (don’t forget the candle-lighting 

songs). Make sure you are clear and comfortable with what kind of 
DJ you want - outgoing and to organize games or quiet and providing 
background music only. 

 q Meet with any additional outside vendors to nail down a timeline 
of the evening. 

 q Talk with your photographer/videographer about any photos being 
taken before the event and arrange timing – are you doing formal 
pictures on the bimah.
Four Weeks Before the Event 

 q Your child should be completing the D’var Torah around now. 
 q Will you be having a brunch? Do you need catering for this? 
 q Start writing your speeches so you don’t get caught up in the last 

minute rush before the event. 
 q Keep an eye on your RSVP list. 

Two to Three Weeks Before the Event 
 q Choose people for aliyot, candle lighting ceremony and other 

honors and ask them. 
 q Make phone calls to your vendors, florist, photographer, DJ and 

entertainment as well as venue and caterer to confirm details. 
 q Pick up your dress, if you are having it made and/or  

do final fittings. 
 q Make sure all of your giveaways have arrived by now. Create the 

gift bags for out of town guests. Finalize the guest count with your 
caterer and venue. 

 q Call any guests you haven’t heard from to confirm that they are/
aren’t coming. 

 q Don’t forget to pay your synagogue! 
One Week Before the Event 

 q Confirm any brunch plans. 
 q Do your hair/makeup trial runs. 
 q Go back over your checklists to make sure you have completed 

everything. 
 q Make sure you have cheques or payment for any vendors who need 

payment the night of the event. 
 q Finish up your sign-in board and your guest book. 
 q Finalize your seating plan and make your place cards. Send the 

seating plan to the venue. 
 q Rehearse all speeches. 

Day Before the Event 
 q Make final calls to your vendors/venue and caterers with any last 

minute questions and to confirm timings. 
 q Drop off the guest bags at the hotel for delivery to their rooms in 

advance. 
Day of the Event 

 q Relax and enjoy! Let the vendors, DJ, event co-ordinator, venue and 
the caterers take it from here! 

Mazel Tov!  



 Vol. 62 | No. 1 | Jan. - Mar. 2015(5775)

6

Congregation Habonim of Toronto

BULLETIN
Thank you for High Holiday Services 

By Paula Schipper, Director, on behalf of the Board of Habonim

The team you manage has made it to the World Series, opening game is around the corner, and you’ve just lost your 
number 2 starting pitcher thanks to an injury during practice. Desperate, you wonder about an untested pitcher 
whose experience is limited.  You consult the general manager. This late in the season you both know there’s no 
choice. You call up the pitcher from the Minors and you put your hopes on Lance Davis, a virtual unknown to your 
team’s fans.  And it works – your team prevails.

We’d like to thank Lance Davis who, on late notice, stepped up to the mound to fill the shoes of Avrum Rosensweig 
during the High Holidays. It’s not easy to lead High Holiday services and Lance had an extremely strong outing. 
Our ace pitcher, Eli Rubenstein, threw a no-hitter and we are grateful for his leadership.  Eli and Lance were assisted 
seamlessly by an outstanding lineup of heavy hitters: Cantor Aviva Rajsky, Cantor Emeritus Esther Ghan Firestone, 
musicians Tom Bellman, Joshua Skye Engel and Larry Clements, our choir leader Kim Doron and the members of 
the Habonim Youth Choir, who once again enchanted the congregation with their extraordinary musical gifts. 

Many have commented that we have the best music of any synagogue in the city. It’s true.  

We benefited from the thoughtful words of Michael Soberman, David Goldfarb, and Ted Rechtshaffen who addressed 
the Congregation during services. Thanks to our general manager Jeff Levy, and Pasty Lindsay, Elizabeth Takach, 
Silvio Munguia, and James Rohr for supporting High Holiday service behind the scenes.  Plus, we’d like to recognize 
the enormous effort by Joanie Smith who lined up the honours at the bima this year.  And we cannot  forget to thank 
our expert shofar blowers - David Altman & Elisha Muskat -   as well as  Jacque Altman & Julie Herczeg, who led 
the Martyrology Service so movingly.

This year our Children’s Service had a great turnout and received rave reviews.  So last, but not least, we also wish to 
thank Kim Doron, Shaina Silver Baird, Amanda Fingerhut, and others for their exceptional work with the kinder. 

Cantor Aviva Rajsky and Associate Cantor Kim Doron  
chanting at the 2014/5775 High Holiday services

Lance Davis and Aviva Rajsky leading High  
Holiday services. Thanks to Lance for filling  
in for Avrum Rosensweig on short notice.
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Habonim’s Succah was decorated by the students of the Jewish Heritage School.  
The wine was blessed and the motsi was said in the Succah at the Sukkot/Shemini Atzeret/ Yizkor services.

 Rejoicing in the Torah as we unravelled the entire scroll around the sanctuary. A long-standing tradition!

Simchat Torah Congregational Celebration
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As we pass the time of year that usually brings us closer to 
Habonim, it reminds me of how the synagogue is changing 
and growing.

Currently at Habonim, one of the changes I see among the 
membership is an influx of younger families. Today many of 
these families have found Habonim because they want:

 ❖ Their children to have a Jewish connection through 
Sunday School, B’nai Mitzvah, and the Synagogue.  
It may be their only formal Jewish connection.

 ❖ A place that will be welcoming of them regardless of 
how religious they are or the make-up of their family.

 ❖ To be somewhere that is more of a celebration of their 
culture rather than a boring experience that isn’t relevant 
to their life in 2014.

 ❖ To be somewhere that isn’t a hotbed of Middle  
Eastern politics.

While the times and reasons to join Habonim are somewhat 
different than those of our founding members, there are 
definitely some similarities.

The founding members of Habonim also were not very 
traditional. They were rebuilding their lives and wanted 
to start a group where they felt comfortable. They had a 
hard time finding that comfort in other synagogues and 

Jewish institutions. They wanted to leave the politics of the  
past behind. 

Past President David Goldfarb spoke about the history 
of Habonim at the High Holiday services and it was great 
that he shared this history about the people and stories that 
make up our Congregation. One difference is that these 
founding members built something from scratch. While we 
are fortunately not building from scratch, it is a great reminder 
that in each generation there is a need for a small group of 
people (just like the founders) that will carry Habonim 
forward, and hand it to the next group of people. If we like 
Habonim, and want that sense of community to pass along 
to our children and grandchildren, as our founders before us, 
we need to roll up our sleeves and make sure it happens. The 
question though is what exactly is it that makes it important 
enough to take action.

For all the different reasons why Habonim was important to 
our founders and why it is important to our members today, 
I believe it boils down to a shared feeling. I believe that it 
is making the Jewish part of your life something to enjoy, to 
provide comfort and meaning and to celebrate.

I am hopeful and confident that Habonim will indeed help 
to bring enjoyment, meaning, comfort and celebration to you 
and your family for generations to come. 

-Ted Rechtshaffen

Celebrating The Jewish Part Of Your Life At Habonim

By Ted Rechtshaffen - President of Habonim

NEW!!!
Members can now log in to view and/or change their membership details  

by going to www.congregationhabonim.org and clicking on:     

MY FAMILY INFORMATION *

Your family password is the one you chose for the 2014 High Holiday ticket order process.

If you do not remember your password or if you did not choose one yet, or if you need to change,  

add or delete names, please call Jeff Levy, General Manager,  

at 416-782-7125 or 416-802-1105 for assistance at any time.

www.congregationhabonim.org
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Welcome To Our 2014* Members

Jordan Brooks & Emily Goodman
Kevin & Punam Nimchonok
Meyer & Shelley Nimchonok

Bonnie Grundman
Pedro Simoes & Elisa Goldman

David & Isla Steinberg
Stephen & Karen Florence

Derek & Daryl Erdman
Shawn Fujiki & Ashleigh Frankel

Leny & Susan Melvin
Jeremy Bell & Jessica Lax

Tara Tweg
Katherine Yaphe

Seymour & Bev Saitowitz
David & Beverly Altman

Norman & Honey Schipper
Noah Cole

Matthew & Kate Corrin
Jeffery & Sandy Lyons
Mark Daniel Toman  

& Danielle Erin Goldstein
Noah Ivers & Ilana Halperin

Harold & Suzanne Heft
Gary & Susan Siskind

Tanya Nemiroff
Sydney & Mollie Gladstone

Paul Rose
Arny & Elaine Handelman

Judy Gliserman
Brenda Zosky Proulx

Stuart & Carolyn Berger
Lewis & Shelley Allen

Jason & Jody Kimelman
Kenny Held & Janis Roth

David & Debbie Sadja

Bernie & Karyn Farber
David & Patricia Goldfarb

Sidney Stegman
Jeffrey Schwartz & Dasi Moscovitch

Bernard & Jackie Poplack
Ian Richler & Joanna Fine

Gary Kaplan & Rhonda Sheff
Dennis Kavelman & Karen Fonn

Susan Abramovitch
Joel Goodman & Sarah Cohen

Jeffrey Olin & Deborah Mecklinger
Jody Roebuck

Noel Gerry & Marcie Goldhar
Mark & Cheryl Grammer

Michael Sherman & Emily Rayson
Isaac Gross-Stein

Richard (Ricky) Brull & Lisa Zimmer
Ron Medoff

Arthur Drevnig & Allison Weinstein
Aaron & Stephanie Chousky

Alex Iscoe & Heather Greenberg
Bernard & Analee Stein

Benjamin & Melissa Kaye
Jordan Slatt & Alexis Fink

Jordan & Faith Banks
Joshua Chitiz & Stacey Strul

Michael & Bonnie Allen
Eynat Katz

Dan & Galia Rosen
Anthony Joshua & Elly Berger

Thomas & Lauren Black
Marie-Helene Mayer

Ronit Szabadi
Miriam Szabadi

*If you do not see your name on this list and you joined Habonim in 2014, please accept our apology and contact Jeff Levy on his cell 416-802-1105
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My Father, of blessed memory, died 25 years ago. 
That’s a long time.
On October 21st, my family and I celebrated his, 
Rav Shragah Phyvle ben Rav Meir’s, quarter-century 
yahrzeit. On that date, as I have done for the last 25 
years, I attended shul and said kaddish at ma’ariv, 
shacharit and mincha service. I read aloud and listened 
closely as the congregation answered “Amen.” 
My mother (until 120), four sisters and I lit a candle 
that lasted 25 hours. We remembered my father, as we 
have done all those years, and what he brought to us 
and our world. We prayed that his soul should have 
an Aliyah - be uplifted in heaven - and that he should 
watch over us. 
Twenty five years. It’s a long time and I found it hard 
to remember the physical Shragah Phyvle, to see his 
face in my mind’s eye and to hear his voice. I scram-
bled to find a cassette tape he had left us and a cas-
sette-recorder which would play that antiquated form 
of recording. I couldn’t so in its place I sang some of 
my father’s negunim, Shabbat songs, on Friday night 
with my son. 
We sang Yor Ribon Olam to a tune my father had 
learned from his father; it’s a popular blessing in Polish 
towns such as Slipia and Stochover. The song con-
jured up pictures in my mind of my father. It helped 
me recall how committed he was to the Jewish people 
and his leadership as a rabbi in Kitchener for 36 years. 
Other beautiful melodies reminded me of my father 
wearing his snowy white kitel at our Pesach Seder, and 
standing proudly and confidently on the bimah while 
he spoke about Moses ascending Mt. Sinai and the 
hospitality of Avraham and Sarah. 
But 25 years is a long time not to see someone. It 
really is. 
I’m sure many of you reading this article can relate 
to this sentiment and are now thinking about a loved 
one you lost many, many years ago. Can you see them? 

Can you hear them? Do you remember what their 
hands looked like or perhaps the twinkle in their eye? 
Has the time flown by or tip-toed slowly to this very 
moment or can you can you recall vividly a walk with 
them through your park, or is it all dark and just so far, 
far away?
Twenty five years is an awfully big chunk of my life. 
Unfortunately, my father and I did not have the great-
est of relationships for the last number of years and 
this made everything harder after his passing. There 
was so much to figure out and so much to understand. 
Yet, through all of that, it is painfully clear to me that 
my dad, Phyvle, was and is my son’s grandfather, his 
zaidy and that cannot change. Of course, the two never 
met each other but in some very powerfully spiritual 
way, there is an energy that entwines them so that 
when I point out my father’s face to my son in my Bar 
Mitzvah pictures from 1973, and I hear my boy call 
him ‘Zaidy’ somehow it is as if they had met, knew 
each other in some sphere. 
Twenty five is a long time not to see your dad. 
And over all those years he has been the recipient of 
my prayers, the kaddish I say loudly in shul on the 28th 
day of Tishrei. He is the one I remember when I look 
back at my early-morning paper route in Kitchen-
er, and how he would follow behind me in his car to 
ensure I was okay. I remember only him when I look 
back at the telescope he purchased for me even after 
a very fair report card. Those moments are ours, only 
ours just as the ones of ‘strangers’ who joined us at the 
Shabbat table and sometimes moved into our home. . 
Cherish those whom you love, those who still walk 
this earth. Love them with all your heart and soul be-
cause as tragic and unfair as it might be, one day they 
will be gone and only memories will remain. Twenty-
five years is a very long time not to touch somebody’s 
skin or kiss them on the cheek. 
One quarter century. It is indeed, a very long time.

Twenty Five Years is a Long Time  By Avrum Rosensweig
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The King Who Said
No to Hitler
The heroic story of the rescue of Bulgarian 
Jewry from the Nazis by the King and people 
of Bulgaria – as told by his grandson Hermann 
Friedrich Leiningen.

Admission:
Suggested $20 
donation per 
person at door.

All funds donated 
will be given 
to the Jewish 
Heritage School 
at Congregation 
Habonim. 

Thursday, December 4, 8pm
Congregation Habonim

5 Glen Park Road
(Bathurst/Glencairn)
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Over the years, Habonim has been privileged to host a number of acclaimed Holocaust 
documentaries, including: Irena Sendler: In the Name of their Mothers (Dec. 2012) 
and, most recently, "The Return of the Violin" (Nov. 2014). (The latter film was part of 
Toronto's 34th Holocaust Education Week, and was sponsored by the Azrieli Foundation, 
as well as by Helen Stollar, in memory of Jack Stollar.)

For highlights from the evening, please view this playlist on YouTube: http://goo.gl/cTORc2

At both events, the grandchildren of Ludmilla Revah played the violin exquisitely. 

Please see the moving words written by the children's grandmother on both occasions:

Return of the violin

December 2012 - At the Screening of  "Irena Sendler: In the Name of their Mothers"
Dear Eli,
I feel very emotional about Arielle, my 9 years old granddaughter,  being given the opportunity to play tonight in honour 
of Irena Sendler, who saved 2,500 Jews from the Nazis. These 2500 saved Jews rose from destruction, rebuilt their lives,  
formed families, gave birth to children, whose children are now carrying the torch of hope, strength and love for the 
Jewish community.  Saving 2500 Jews means our Jewish community is bigger by probably over 30,000 descendants living 
today (assuming each survivor would have 3 children for each of the three generations), stronger  and enriched by talents, 
achievements, and love of these people.
I am particularly touched that my granddaughter was given the opportunity to do something for those people that had a 
great courage to save Jews destined to slaughter. That she is lucky to be called to pay tribute, even in a small way, to her own 
heritage, her history. My father, Arielle`s great grandfather, survived the holocaust, but six of his siblings, his mother and 
father were gassed in Auschwitz ; his family of uncles, aunts and other relatives, counting 400 people, were tortured, and 
murdered in Auschwitz, where they lived before the war. 
I am so proud of Arielle,  that she did not hesitate to say yes at the last moment and come to pay tribute and give honour to 
the righteous, who endangered their lives to save ours, and at the same time to  give tribute to her grandfather and his 400 
member family, to the very tragic part of the Jewish and her own family history. A religious person probably would view this 
as Bashert – fate -- that a great granddaughter has been called to play at the last moment in memory of Irena Sendler, given 
Arielle’s great grandfather history and tragedy. 

Hi Eli,
Last night was AMAZING!!!! 
Hearing you speak, the choir, Aviva of course, the 
documentary film and your grand surprise of meeting 
Sigmund Rolat was just beyond moving!! It was such 
an amazingly powerful evening. 
Warm regards,
Eynat Katz

Hi Eli,
Just wanted to say that we thought the  
programme on Saturday evening was excellent.
What a crazy, amazing, emotional roller-coaster  
story and a truly remarkable man.
Now I need to learn more about Mr. Huberman  
and the beginnings of the Israel Philharmonic. 
And it was great to see a packed house.
Best regards.
Morry and Laura 

http://goo.gl/cTORc2
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Lighting the candle is Sigmund Rolat, Holocaust Survivor and Philanthropist.  
To his left is Shirley Solomon, her granddaughter, Sahara, Eden Silverberg and  

her grandmother, Ludmilla Revah.

Sigmund Rolat, Holocaust Survivor and Philanthropist with Inbal 
Shreemohan, member of the Habonim Youth Choir, granddaughter  

of Holocaust survivors. 

Sigmund Rolat, Holocaust Survivor and Philanthropist, and Aviva and Eli Sigmund Rolat, Holocaust Survivor and Philanthropist,  
surrounded by audience members

Return of the violin (cont)
November 2014- After the Screening of "The Return of the Violin"

Hello Eli,
I wanted to thank you for organizing such a moving and significant event in memory of the six million Jews who perished 
in the Holocaust and for those who live to continue remembering and commemorating. Thank you for giving me and my 
youngest granddaughter, Eden Silverberg,  the honour of lighting one of the six candles for the six millions and for my large 
family who perished at Auschwitz. Thank you for inviting Orli to play at the event, giving her an opportunity to reflect on 
the meaning of being Jewish and to express her feelings through her violin playing! For me it was a very emotional evening! 
Thank you!
Please also pass my (and all of my friends) admiration and awe for Mr. Sigmund Rolat.  What a courageous, dedicated, 
magnanimous, principled and righteous man he is! His story is so powerful and moving; his actions make us Jews proud and 
give us hope and strength for better future. I hope he can inspire young generations, like my granddaughters, to continue 
remembering and cherish their Jewish  heritage, culture and painful history, and, to never forget. He is an extraordinary 
example of how one person, coming from the destruction and ashes of the Holocaust  could change the world. We should 
all learn and be inspired! 
Mr. Rolat, our best wishes to you and good luck in all your endeavours of doing good for Jewish people and humanity.  Thank 
you for all your hard work on behalf of all Jews and for our future!    
P.S. it was good to talk to you after the event – you are so personable and so fun to be around.
Best regards, Ludmila
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Honouring Avrum Rosensweig
 ❖ Wishing you a refuah shlemah – Gina & Vivian Rakoff
 ❖ Wishing you a speedy recovery (from one who’s been there) - Maxine Cadsby
 ❖ Wishing you well – Linda & Mark Brager
 ❖ Speedy recovery – Sue Bochner & Ken Armstrong
 ❖ All the best – Anonymous

Honouring our Religious Leader, Eli Rubenstein
 ❖  With gratitude to Eli Rubenstein for his compassionate compilation  

‘The Heart will Brokenly Live On.’ – Ian Mirlin
 ❖ Rabbi’s Programming Fund – Beth & Eric Hurowitz
 ❖ In appreciation for unveiling Mildred Myers’ monument – Hazel & Dennis Bader
 ❖ In honour of Eli Rubenstein who is always there for others.
 ❖ Wishing you good health today and always, the Slavins
 ❖ It was an honour sharing the pulpit with you – Lance Davis
 ❖ Thank you! – Roger DeFreitas
 ❖ In appreciation for officiating at the wedding of Alisa Davis & Joseph Goldfarb – Patty & David Goldfarb
 ❖ R. Tepper

Honouring our Cantor, Aviva Rajsky
 ❖  Thank you for such a wonderful ceremony.  Our best wishes for a happy and healthy New Year!  

– Louise & Howard Shogile
 ❖ It was an honour sharing the pulpit with you – Lance Davis

On the occasion of Emily Blackstein’s Bat Mitzvah
 ❖ Wendy Geller & Noah Blackstein

In Memory of:
 ❖ Bernard and Sophie Sion – Rhoda Sion
 ❖ Our parents, Izydor & Doris Brotman; Hyman & Marion Sandler and our beloved daughter, Simone Sandler – 

Linda & Stephen Sandler

In Memory of Maureen DeFreitas:
 ❖ Roger, our thoughts are with you and your family – Susan Helwig & Andrew Szende
 ❖ Condolences on your loss – Felicia Cukier

In support of the Jewish Heritage School
 ❖ Rita & Richard Linder
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Habonim Can be the Recipient of your United Way 
Contributions
At this time of year, many companies do donation campaigns through the United Way.

What you probably didn’t know is that you can direct some or all of your contributions to Congregation 
Habonim. It is actually quite simple. On your United Way contribution form, there is a section that allows you 
to direct your contribution to a specific charity.  One area is to direct the donation to a United Way Member 

Agency, and the other allows you to donate to a non-member charity.  Congregation Habonim would be a non-member charity.

The only information you would need is to name Congregation Habonim of Toronto as the charity and include our official receipt number 
which is 106967706 RR0001.

It should be noted that the United Way deducts $12 as an administrative fee for this service. This fee will allow United Way to sustain 
this service into the future. Of course, if you want to donate directly to Congregation Habonim, simply visit our website at www.
congregationhabonim.org and go to the Donations link.

If you have further questions you can contact your local United Way representative or contact Jeff Levy at Congregation Habonim at 
416-782-7125 or by email at office@congregationhabonim.org.

Donations CONTINUED
On the occasion of the High Holidays

 ❖ Marie & Neil Finkelstein    v Judy & Fred Levy    v David Gluck    v Anonymous
 ❖ Joanie & Steven Smith    v Susan Helwig & Andrew Szende
 ❖ Thank you for the High Holiday honours – Jackie & Bernard PoplackRaylene & Nassie Godel
 ❖  To show our appreciation of all contributors who made the high holiday services so beautiful  

– Wendy Burstyn & Michael Koch
 ❖  Thank you Eli, Aviva, Kim, Tom, Jeff and everyone involved in putting these sweet and enlightening services 

together. Avrum, you were missed. A good 5775 to you all. Fondly, Peter and Bonnie - Bonnie & Peter Levy
 ❖ For being honoured with High Holiday aliyot – Andrea and Steve Halperin, Ilana Halperin and Noah Ivers
 ❖ Allen Civil    v Ronnie Beckoff-Borins & Paul Borins    v William Rosengarten

High Holiday Floral Arrangements on Bimah
 ❖  In memory of Madam Justice Joan Lax - Clifford Lax and children,  

Jonathan and Jessica Lax & Jeremy Bell & grandchildren, Oliver and Amelia.

Miscellaneous
 ❖ Upon becoming new members – Faith & Jordan Banks & family
 ❖ Supporting Habonim programs – Pauline Pariser & Howard Abrams
 ❖ Upon becoming new members – Lauren & Thomas Black
 ❖ In support of the Habonim Repair Fund – Paula Schipper & Joel Finkelstein
 ❖ In appreciation for the moving services and events at Habonim – Dawna Treibicz
 ❖ In appreciation – E & J Mintz
 ❖ In support of the Habonim Repair Fund – Shelly Haber & Rick Greene

www.congregationhabonim.org
www.congregationhabonim.org
mailto:office@congregationhabonim.org
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Yahrzeits 
The complete yahrzeit list for all loved ones from Congregation Habonim who passed away since 
the Congregation was founded may now be found on line at:  
www.congregationhabonim.org 
Please click on the CALENDAR tab. 
If you do not have access to the internet, please call the Habonim office 416-782-7125 and the 
general manager, Jeff Levy, will assist you with the information. Thank you.

Congregation Habonim expresses condolences to the families  
of those killed in the recent act of terror in Israel:

Rabbi Avraham Shmuel Goldberg
Rabbi Mosheh Twersky
Rabbi Calman Levine

Rabbi Aryeh Kopinsky
Israel Police officer Zidan Sayif

President
Ted Rechtshaffen, 416-322-0749

General Manager
Jeff Levy

Office: 416-782-7125 Cell: 416-802-1105
Email: office@congregationhabonim.org

Religious Leader
Eli Rubenstein, 416-398-2615

Email: elir@bell.net
Associate Religious Leader

Avrum Rosensweig
Cantors

Cantor: Aviva Rajsky
Cantor Emeritus: Esther Ghan Firestone

Associate Cantor: Kim Doron  
Contact: kimdoron@rogers.com

Jewish Heritage School Principal
Yodfat Snir Mandil  

Contact: yodfat_snir@hotmail.com

Information and contributions to THE BULLETIN.
Contact: Paula Schipper, Editor - pfschipper@gmail.com

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
www.congregationhabonim.org

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
http://www.schoolrack.com/jewishheritageschool/

To SEND TRIBUTE & CONDOLENCE CARDS  
and to MAKE A  DONATION:

Call Rhoda Sion at (416) 782-9663 or write to:
716-660 Eglinton Ave. W., Toronto M5N 1C3

Are you MOVING, CHANGING your ADDRESS,  
PHONE NUMBER OR EMAIL? 

Call Jeff Levy at: 
Tel: 416-782-7125 or  

Email: office@congregationhabonim.org

Harold Grammer
Mildred “Bucky” Myers 

Lillian Harris
Rozanne Isen 

Ernestine Justitz
Beatrice Kuretzky

Catherine Feuer 
Lauren Bottner 
Naftali Fraenkel 

Gil-ad Shaar 
Eyal Yifrah 

David Azrieli

Ann Silver 
Harold Martin

Faye Zionce
Irene Fink 

Leah Lily Goodman

Hans Schafer
Hella Friedmann

Maureen DeFreitas
Harry Waisglass

Rhona Goldstone

In Memoriam:
Mourning those who passed away in the last year:  

www.congregationhabonim.org
mailto:office@congregationhabonim.org
mailto:elir@bell.net
mailto:yodfat_snir@hotmail.com
mailto:pfschipper@gmail.com
www.congregationhabonim.org
http://www.schoolrack.com/jewishheritageschool
mailto:office@congregationhabonim.org

